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Dear Port Townsend School District Community,  
 
Governor Inslee’s closed schools on March 17.  His Stay Home - Stay Healthy Order 
remains in effect until midnight on April 6, 2020, unless extended.  
 
I am providing this update on PT Schools, now that we are now in Phase 2 of the school 
closure.  In Phase 1, we put in place plans for emergency childcare and continued child 
nutrition. Essential employees are continuing to work while maintaining social distancing.  This 
includes childcare, child nutrition, and other key staff needed to keep the district running.  I hope 
you will view these essential employees as heroes, like I do, as they are taking care of the 
needs of our community.  The district will continue to provide these services on all weekdays 
throughout the closure, including Spring Break. 
 
Childcare Update 
The district took over the last resort childcare for first responders, health care workers, 
pharmacy workers and grocery store workers on March 26.  There are currently 11 children 
registered.  The time is 6:45 am until 7:15 pm, and requires registration.  Please complete the 
Emergency Childcare Needs Identification form found at ptschools.org.  
 
The childcare program is following guidance from the CDC, WA Department of Health, WA 
Department of Children, Youth, and Families, and OSPI to provide a safe care environment. 
Health assessments are done daily on each staff and child as they enter the program to further 
assure safety.  The health assessment includes questions about symptoms and a temperature 
check. No child or staff member will enter the program, or the school site, without a health 
assessment. 
 
Child Nutrition Update 
The schools are continuing to serve free grab and go breakfast and lunch to all children 18 and 
under at four pick up sites. We are providing some delivery for families who cannot leave their 
home. Please contact your teacher or school counselor if you need home delivery.  
 
Spring Break 
This year Spring Break looks different for all of us. During Spring Break teachers will not be 
providing new educational opportunities, and are not expected to answer emails or phone calls. 
Families can use this week to take a break from learning, or catch up on some of the 
educational activities that you didn’t yet have time for. Your family can also use this time to 
explore new activities like baking, creating, and moving together. 
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Learning Opportunities Update 
Last week OSPI directed schools to transition from providing educational resources, and to start 
providing remote learning. Each of our schools is addressing student needs based on age and 
grade level.  The remote learning will have variation among grade level teams and individual 
teachers.  If families have not already received information about remote learning this week, or 
have questions, please reach out to the contact as listed below.  
 

Who Should Families Contact about Learning Questions 
Salish Coast Blue Heron OCEAN PTHS 

Classroom Teacher Advisory Teacher Conferencing Teacher Each Course 
Teacher 

 
Special Education 
Families of students with IEPs will be contacted by case managers to discuss how services will 
be provided during this remote learning and school closure. We are working to follow the 
guidance from state and federal agencies as we get it. We appreciate families' patience as we 
figure out how to provide the very best services to students from a distance. Please call the 
Special Education office if you have concerns that are not being addressed, 360-379-4366 or 
ksanterre@ptschools.org. 
 
Access to Technology 
The district is committed to getting families access to technology to the best of our ability. This 
week families have been contacted by teachers to find out what their technology needs are, and 
we are working to get chromebooks to students who need them, prioritizing our high school 
seniors. Please contact your student’s teacher, advisor, or school counselor if you need access 
to a chromebook during the school closure if you have not already been asked about your 
technology needs. 
 
We know not all families have internet access at home. The free guest internet can be accessed 
from outside any of our schools. Blue Heron and Port Townsend High School parking lots are 
the recommended sites to use the free internet since the parking lots are close to the building. 
The internet can also be accessed at the City and County Libraries from their parking lots. 
Please observe social distancing by staying in your car and away from other families. 
 
Thanks, 

 

John A. Polm, Jr., Ed.D. 
Superintendent 
Port Townsend Schools "Learning Through a Sense of Place" 
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